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1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability QA) 




2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2000-272960 A (Hitachi 
October 2000 



in document 1, cited in the search report, there are 
examples which correspond to the inventions here in 
composition and firing conditions. 

For example, in the case of "sample No. 92" in this 
document the firing conditions are the same as for "sample 
no. 13- or "sample „o. 17" in the examples of the present 
invention, and the composition thereof (especially the 
quantities of Bi and Na, is intermediate between the two 
Given this, document 1 appears to disclose ceramic 
compositions having similar texture and strength to the 
inventions here. 

Therefore, these inventions (claims l-li and 13-17) 
are considered not to be novel and not to involve an 
inventive step, in the light of document 1. 

However, no document is discovered which discloses 
or suggests ceramic compositions which comprise only the 
three constituents Al, si and Sr and have a texture and 
strength specified in this invention. 

Therefore, this invention (claim 12) is considered 
to be novel and to involve an inventive step 

Foxm^ UWEAJ409 (Box VIII) (Janumy 1994) 
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Certain observations on the international application 



lie following observations on the clarity of the claims, 
upported by the description, are made: 



description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 



1) Claim 5, wherein "the matrix is monoclinic 
crystals", erroneously refers back to claim 3, 
wherein "the matrix is amorphous". 

2) Claim 13, wherein "titanium oxide is the principal 
starting material", erroneously refers hack to 
claims 10 and 12, which do not include Ti. 



3) 



The descriptions of the constituent compositions of 
ceramic compositions in these inventions are not 
consistent. Thus, although claims 10-11 and the 
description, page 4, give 100 mass% as the limiting 
numerical value for the principal constituents, in 
each of examples 1-4 100 mass% is the limiting 
numerical value for all constituents (principal + 
secondary) . 



4) In Table 3, the description of the "ratio of peak 
intensities" for "samples No. 18 and 20" is not 
consistent with description of the "contained 
crystalline phase". 
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